Kermit Buddy Robbins
December 31, 1924 - December 26, 2020

Kermit Buddy Robbins, of Cornelius, her husband of 73 years, her Daddy, their Poppie/Pal
and a true friend to many, saw the precious face of our Lord and Savior on December 26,
2020. His family is so thankful that when Buddy closed his beautiful blue eyes for the last
time, and breathed his next eternal breath, his eyes were met with the eyes of his
heavenly Father saying "welcome home my good and faithful servant."
Born on December 31, 1924, Buddy graduated from Cornelius High School after attending
all eleven years without missing one day. This attribute, and character of this man,
followed him the rest of his life. In everything he did, both personal and professional, he
showed true dedication.
After high school he worked briefly at the old Mooresville Mills before joining the United
States Army where he served at the 188th General Hospital in the European Theater.
Buddy was a proud medic/x-ray technician. He was awarded several medals while in the
Army which included American Theater Service Medal, EAME Service Medal, Good
Conduct Medal and the World War II Survivor Medal.
Buddy had hoped to attend Duke University, but with the end of World War II and the
numerous soldiers returning home, the waiting list was too long. Buddy, having an easy
spirit, attended Kings Business College in Charlotte. He always made the best of what he
was given and was grateful.
When Buddy returned home, he married Merle Mayhew and began another chapter in his
life of dedication to his wife, and service to his communities, both Davidson and Cornelius.
The nature of this man can be seen through the eyes of his bride that he loved like Christ
loves the Church. Buddy was a volunteer fireman with the Town of Davidson for over 25
years; he served as a member of the Lions, Kiwanis and Rotary Clubs.
Buddy was a Mason at the Cornelius Lodge and a life long member of Woodmen of the
World. Buddy personified dedication. He was the oldest member of Cornelius Presbyterian

Church which his father, Walt Robbins, helped build. He served there as Deacon, Elder
and Sunday School Superintendent for many years. Buddy was also instrumental in
preserving the home place of the Robbins family now known as "Robbins Park."
After graduation, Buddy began his career at Lance Packaging Company and retired after
20 years. Buddy then began a second career at Davidson College in the Athletic
Department and retired after 25 years. He loved his job at Davidson working with
students, coaches and administration, and for the rest of his life kept in touch with a few of
the students. Buddy was at Davidson when the announcement was made that the college
was going "coed." (This was a little challenging to accommodate female athletes, but he
and his team were up for the challenge and the female athletes were welcomed and
accommodations were completed on time!)
Buddy lived his life in a humble manner. He will certainly be missed by his friends and his
extended families at Food Lion and CVS, which he sometimes visited several times a
week.
Buddy is survived by his wife, Merle; daughter, Pam (Robin) Robinette; grandchildren,
Heath and Haleigh Lipford and Stacey (Brian) Burge and four grandchildren, Luke and
Noah Lipford, and Madison and Ty Burge. Buddy is also survived by nephew, Carl
Robbins (Pam); nieces, Sarah Collins (Ed) and Mary Claire Robbins; and nephew, George
Camp and great-nephew, Joshua Camp.
Buddy was a kind and gentle man, and certainly his "dash" between birth and death will
remain in the hearts of his family and all who were blessed to know him.
The Robbins family extends a special thank you to his caregivers. In lieu of flowers,
memorials may be made to Rock Spring Campground, PO Box 204, Denver, NC 28037 or
Cornelius Presbyterian Church, PO Box 279, Cornelius, NC 28031.
A funeral service will be held at 2 PM Wednesday, December 30, at Cornelius
Presbyterian Church, with burial following at Bethel Presbyterian Church. Visitation will
follow at the cemetery.
James Funeral Home of Huntersville is serving the family.
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Comments

“

We are sorry to hear about Buddy. He was a good person and will be missed by us
all. With loving thoughts and prayers. Jean, Ken, Diane and Ashley Keller

Diane Keller - December 30, 2020 at 01:25 PM

“

My heartfelt sympathy goes out to you all, Merle, Pam, Heath & Haleigh for your loss.
Thankfully we have God’s word promising Buddy is at peace resting in Jesus arms
and waiting to meet you when the time comes. Growing up in old Cornelius I am one
of many who was blessed with the privilege of knowing such a fine, gentle man,
neighbor and friend. Buddy exemplified integrity, he was a strong quiet man that led
by example, a Godly man of faith who was loved and respected by all of us who
knew him. He is now in his well earned heavenly home. May the love of God give
you comfort during this time until reunited with your precious husband, daddy &
poppie. Buddy you will always be in my heart.
Love to you all,
Anne Potts Shoemaker

Anne Potts Shoemaker - December 30, 2020 at 10:33 AM

“

Merle Robert and I were sorry to hear of Buddy's passing. We have fond memories
of him, Robert living down the street from you as a child and me as Buddy knowing
my dad Roger in Cornelius. We feel very fortunate as our lives crossed with him over
the years. He was such a kind man. Merle, Pam and family know that you all are in
our thoughts and prayers. Robert and Jane White, Huntersville.

Robert and Jane White - December 29, 2020 at 09:03 PM

“

Donna Mauney lit a candle in memory of Kermit Buddy Robbins

Donna Mauney - December 29, 2020 at 01:08 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Kermit Buddy Robbins.

December 28, 2020 at 09:38 PM

“

Henry and I share the memory of being a neighbor of Buddy Robbins in Cornelius.
He and his family were some of the nicest people we have ever known. Bless you all!
Henry and Gay Cook
Warrensville, NC.

Gay Cook - December 27, 2020 at 11:54 AM

“
“

Buddy was a great man and I’m glad to have had the opportunity to know him.
Kelly Midgett - December 29, 2020 at 06:58 AM

Rest in Peace dear Buddy, I had the pleasure of knowing him, its been many years thanks
to working with his son in law Robin Robinette and his granddaughter Haleigh Lipford. My
heartfelt condolences to his wife Merle, daughter Pam and the rest of the family. Buddy
gave my husband Kenny & I an evergreen many years ago, just this fall I gave the "buddy
bush" its annual pampering and in doing so thought about and said a prayer for Buddy.
May all the fun times and family memories help lift your spirits during this difficult time and
for the days to come. Buddy will always be remembered for his friendly smile and gentle
voice. God Bless All of You
Donna Mauney
Iron Station, NC
Donna Mauney - December 29, 2020 at 01:07 PM

